The Real Little Italy

A Sunlit Saturday on Arthur Avenue
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Beyond the Commercial Veneer

Sterile Commercial Engagement
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Thank you.

We are rejecting the modern aesthetic of sterile transactions. Belmont is an enduring ecosystem of Radical
Empathy—a place where visitors are treated as extended family, and where the Verbum is spoken across generations.
Here, immigrants are celebrated not as the ‘other,’ but as the foundational building blocks of our society.




The Building Blocks of America .' J

- A story of transition from temporary birds of passage to the
' ~ permanent masons of the American urban landscape. .,

The Legacy: The Masons of New York

Under the padrone system, these laborers dug the subways,
built the railroads, and raised the first skyscrapers. They &
physically built the infrastructure of their new home. \
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1880 - 1924 The Mezzogiorno Surge

Millions fleeing extreme poverty in Southern
Italy and Sicily.
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1635 - 1880: The Artisans &’Reft‘:i'gee‘s' |

Northern Italians arriving with professional
trades (glassmaking, silk, physicians) and fleeing
the Risorgimento.
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A Matrix of Enclaves: Veneer vs. Village

Functional Community, Functional Community,

Tourist Attraction Multi-Generational Stability
\
Arthur Avenue, :
Functional ! Bln;qghx t \

1 cores nignest on
Lommunity both axes. The \
enduring Village. \
\
\
\
, \
Commercial b \
Veneer tourist ents, \
\
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Tourist Attraction Multi-Generational Stability :
While other neighborhoods have become film sets of their former selves, Arthur Avenue \
remains a working, functional neighborhood immune to dilution. \
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Roots in the Earth: The Genesis of Belmont
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The Bronx Zooﬁh

(Lorillard Family)

The Catalyst:

" In the 1890s, the massive
construction of the Zoo
and Botanical Garden
demanded skilled masons

N\ Tethered to the local earth,

they built their own |
churches, social clubs, and |

a permanent New Italian

Italian artisans moved from
the cramped Lower East

and stone-cutters. 1 /' Side to the Bronx to be (. Village.
e ) !/ close to their labor. VST
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LaGuardia’s Oasis
& | Sausage chandeliers
\E\ \ / / hanging from the
Ve N7 Wy &) ceilings at Calabria’s
Pork Store.
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) o |ttt The ritualistic,
NN choreographed
movements of white-
haired Italian
grandmothers
navigating the aisles
with iconic black
enamel folding carts.
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Baskets overflowing
with bitter staple
broccoli di rape and
long cucuzze.

An Italian-American Eden protected from the elements, operating as the
neighborhood’s ultimate, un-sterile Third Place (established 1940).



The Secret to Survival: Multi-Generational Stability

Ownership of the physical space is the ultimate shield against
the modern epidemic of cultural gentrification.
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Step 1:
N Brick & Mortar

’
/& Ownership

‘Families bought the

- buildings, shielding
them from rising
commercial rents.
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Step 3: e 74
Functional 7 “ 2
Shopping
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Ancestral
Transfer

Businesses passed
down ad verbum—word
word for word,
generation to
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‘The community relies
. on these shops for daily : \
\ N

- fresh bread, meat, ‘\
| and cheese, not just N
| weekend dlmng TR

'//-////~\///

N

"
v
-
L

7

. >

PO EP L L G S S S LT o aP o B o Y L
_I/'/I'I G ol P A Al i LoV Ll
y J

Y 4 —

\.

—

. ) /,/II/II/,,/ "/,///I’////I/’l/ "'//,///////,I////

T \ - o

== , — l/ L

(
\



Art, Faith, and the Passeggiata

The evening passeggiata (stroll) here is a living testament to an evolving,
yet deeply rooted, multi-cultural family under the aegm of community respect
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Our Lady of Mount The effortless blending of
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Spotlighting A Bronx Tale
and Don DelLillo’s Carmel. A centenarian old Italian-Americans with | |||
Underworld. spiritual anchor uniting | | il newer Albanian, Hispanic, and | {if}

3 -l generations under a Afrlcan-Amencan families
The saddest thing 4L life mantle of shared celebrating Ferragosto and ||
is wasted talent. reverence. Cinco de Mayo together.
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Our Culinary Anchor: A Sensory Inventory

An ode to precise rituals, where food is not merely consumed, but deeply felt and shared as an expression of love.

The Crunch

The Ritual

Delillo Pastry Shop

Freshly piped cannoli, ensuring perfect structural integrity.

The Aroma

The Ritual

The precise arrangement of the powdered mini-sfogliatelle.

The Scent

Teitel Brothers

Over 100 years of imported gourmet ingredients
and sharp provolone.

The Craft

The Scent

The rich, immediate scent of freshly pulled espresso.

The Craft

Casa Della Mozzarella
Orazio's methodically hand-pulled burrata.

Borgatti’s
The precise geometry of hand-cut egg noodles.




A Prayer of Hope
We leave the commercialized world
behind to find unity in the Bronx. This
neighborhood stands as a vibrant
beacon of the American immigrant

dream—a place built by calloused hands,
sustained by family, and open to all.

May we always find the empathy to
visit, respect, and break bread
with our extended family.




Arthur Avenue: The Techno-Pastoral Heart of the Italian-American Universe

Sensory Food Anchors
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Sunday delicacies traditionally
tied with red and white cotton

/ bakers' twine.
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P — T _ The Holy Trini
-1 e— \ ARRETl!zlllLR AVENUE N - of Pastries: N
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Three
croncsh’
) mini-sfogllatelle

Tail
liquer-infused
bake al rum

Rainbow
cookies
bakers cookies

Italian-American Eden

Im 1940 by Slyzor Labparoia, for
haod to find European imparts
and artisan butchers <

Bitter Staples &

Sausage Chandeliers

Air tincked with cansory alonds
issuing, hand pulled mozzarella
from Casa Della Mozzarella

Bitter Broccoli dirape  Casa Della Mozzarella  Calabrie's Pork Store
Air overflows wilin the Hand-pulled mozzarella Cured meats, including

senaoic fak and cloouts made fresh daily. calemis and 2ﬁppressets,
of bitter broccoli di rape. hanging like chandehers.

The Beating Heart: Community & Family

Techno-Pastoral Landmarks

66 Treating Customers
as Extended Family 99

Multi-generational ownership
creates an atmosphere of
empathy and closeness.
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The “Vecchiette” (Little Old Ladies)
A choreographed caravan shrough folding shoppeed parth
- unshakable wisdom and gossip of the urban village.

New York’s Bravest

Crews double-park their
red trucks to shop for
pantries filled with

white keyboard
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calming space and owso
proxy for the lost Italian
village life

De Lille’s: The Writer's Alcove Our Lady of Mt. Carme

A cold sueden seen to a calming space,
proxy for the lost Halian village life
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Thain Family Forest (NYBG)
50 acre oasis of old-growth native forest
wilice provides a roystical eseapa &
reconnecting visitors to nature’s tranquility.

Bullt in 1506, servins a a spiritual suchor
for Italian, Pieeivan, and dismniae families

The Lens of the “Professional Technologist”

The Logic of Systems

Mick compares the movement of groups
to a coordinated Formula 1 pit stop.
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amedplate  Cappession San Pollegrioo
Precise Saturday Rituais

The writer's meticulses breakdown
setup. In the citcoormt, a small plate,
mini sfoglietells, and San Pellegrino.

Athoala, Mezieo and beyond

The Immigrant Beacon

New arrivals represents the rew as the building
blocks of society, our own more, enriching the
community with new shades of diversity.




Appendix: The “Last Mile”

A technologist’s precise
routing to the Belmont

Municipal Parking Field.

Mezza Luna Pizza Gong Cha §
Qhvecsa LY =

Limited Time

Borgatti's Raviol

vncencs veatvarket ) seaanootles | | Pathway: Proceed southward
V7 down Hoffman St, execute a
sharp left onto E 184th St,
culminating precisely at the
intersection of Arthur

Avenue.

?i:;osggrall o NOte: The UItimate preCiSe
ritual to begin your sunlit
arthur Ave | | Saturday on the Avenue.




